
It’s a New School Year!  

Rochester Catholic Schools opened the 
2011/12 school year on Tuesday, August 
30, at our five sites, with 1,790 students in 
grades Preschool through 12.   
 
Rochester Catholic Schools welcomes  
seven classrooms-full of Kindergarteners 
across the system this fall, which is an   
increase over the six Kindergarten       
classrooms last year.  In addition, the 
freshman class at Lourdes High School, 
with 135 students, is the largest in recent 
years.   
 
“We believe that it is the unique things that 
we’re doing right that are bringing students 
to our schools,” said RCS Board of     
Trustees Co-Chair Father Kevin Connolly.  
“We have all-day every day Kindergarten.  
We teach French and Spanish to all      
students, beginning in Kindergarten.     
Instead of cutting music and fine arts   
programs, we are maintaining and growing 
our programs and have a strong and     
vibrant presence musically and artistically 
in Rochester.  Over and over, our parents 
tell us that enrolling in Catholic schools is 
to experience a living spirituality.  It is a 
tangible link of turning faith into action.” 

“As a result of a commitment to excellence 
by our Catholic school educators, coupled 
with mission-driven administrative         
leadership and devoted system-wide     
governance, Rochester Catholic Schools 
shines among Preschool – 12 educational 
institutions on a national level,” said RCS 
Director of Schools Michael Brennan. “It 
is with enthusiasm and excitement that I 
anticipate our students filling our        
classrooms and hallways with energy and 
joy, and look forward to being witness to 
our students growing in their faith with 
each new day.” 
 
This year, Brennan, in collaboration with 
school leaders, Trustees and Council     
members, will conduct a strategic planning 
process, with the commitment to advanc-
ing educational excellence, while ensuring 
that Rochester Catholic Schools are      
accessible and affordable for all. This  
planning process began with a leadership 
retreat on August 11 and will continue 
through the school year. 
 
 

Art Showcases Vision & Heritage of RCS Schools - See pg 4 for first of five-part series

Upcoming Events 
 

September 23 

Homecoming 

Lourdes High School 

 

October 1 

Spaghetti Dinner &             

Silent Auction 

Holy Spirit School 

 

October 7 

Grandparents Day 

St. John the Evangelist/      

St. Pius X School 

 

October 12 

Lourdes Foundation 

Annual Meeting 

Call the LFI Office for details 

(507) 289-2584 

 

October 19 

Grandparents Day 

St. Francis of Assisi School  

 

October 20-21 

Fall Break 

 

 

First graders line up for the start of a new school year at Holy Spirit School. 
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Welcome To Our Director of Schools  

Mr. Michael C. Brennan began on Monday, July 11, 2011, as the Rochester 
Catholic Schools Director of Schools. 
 
Mr. Brennan’s decade of educational experience includes intermediate and    
middle school teaching and most recently a four-year tenure as principal with 
Most Holy Trinity Catholic School in Phoenix, Arizona, serving kindergarten 
through 8th grade. Mr. Brennan is a graduate of Boston College with a Bachelor 
of Arts Degree. He received a Master of Education from the University of 
Notre Dame in 2004 and in July graduated with a Master of Educational       
Administration Degree from the University of Notre Dame through the Mary 
Ann Remick Leadership Program – Alliance for Catholic Education (ACE).  
 
“Michael comes inspired and committed to life-long Catholic education and 
learning,” said Father Kevin Connolly, Co-Chair RCS Board of Trustees. “At 
this important time in RCS development and growth, Michael brings strategic 
leadership experience that will embrace the current strengths of our system and 
help us grow to a new level and will enhance operational effectiveness.”  

 
The Director of Schools Office is located at Lourdes High School, 621 West Center Street.  Mr. Brennan’s email 
address is mbrennan@rochestercatholic.k12.mn.us.  We warmly welcome Michael and his wife Denae to the 
Rochester community. 
 

Administrators 
Director of Schools, Michael Brennan  218-3028 

Holy Spirit School    288-8818                               

 Lynette Lenoch, Principal 

St. Francis of Assisi School   288-4816 

 Barb Plenge, Principal  

St. John the Evangelist School   282-5248    

St. Pius X School     282-5161 

 Don Valentine, Principal 

 Suzanne Lagerwaard, Associate Administrator 

Lourdes High School    289-3991 

 Tom Donlon, Principal                              

Board of  Trustees 
Bishop John M. Quinn  

Rev. Kevin Connolly, Co-Chair 

Rev. Charlie Collins 

Rev. Joseph Fogal 

Rev. Msgr. Gerald Mahon 

Rev. Mark McNea 

Rev. Donald Schmitz 

Joyce Even, Co-Chair 

Todd Greguson, Secretary 

Ann Harris 

Mike Sheehan 

Paul Tieskoetter  

RCS Council 
Denny Kuss, Chair 

Lori Melhorn, Past Chair 

Terry Painter Vice Chair 

Kristen Hobday, Secretary 

Martha Buntrock 

Jim Marcella 

Sarah O’Brien 

Michael O’Connell 

Therese Schoenfelder 

Joan Stiller 

Tom Virgin 
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The Rochester Catholic Schools system is a Christ-centered learning community  

that forms students who love, learn and live their faith in service to others. 

mailto:mbrennan@rochestercatholic.k12.mn.us


RCS Council 
Denny Kuss, Chair 

Lori Melhorn, Past Chair 

Terry Painter Vice Chair 

Kristen Hobday, Secretary 

Martha Buntrock 

Jim Marcella 

Sarah O’Brien 

Michael O’Connell 

Therese Schoenfelder 

Joan Stiller 

Tom Virgin 

 

LHS Students’ Pilgrimage to Rome is a 

“Glimpse of Heaven” 

For participants of the Lourdes High School’s pilgrimage 
to Rome, the journey began before they even boarded a 
plane.  Ten days before departing for Rome, three       
students, along with LHS teachers Michelle Weedman and 
Martine  Haglund, attended a Latin Mass presided over by 
Bishop Quinn at St. Bridget’s parish in Stewartville.  Jacob   
Nordman, Victoria Smith and Jenny Vondrashek         
presented the Bishop with a pilgrimage T-shirt, and he 
asked them to keep him updated on all their experiences. 
 
“The idea was to present the school with a different kind 
of trip,” said Martine Haglund.  Haglund remembers  
wishing the school could offer an experience that meshed 
with the Catholic identity and vision of Lourdes instead of 
just  another trip as tourists.  Michelle Weedman soon 
joined in the vision and invited Fr. Maher to guide the 
group spiritually.  Fr. Maher, an associate professor at 
Gonzaga University, “understood the idea of a pilgrimage 
from the get-go,” Weedman said. Lourdes Principal Tom 
Donlon also took part in the trip.   
 
As word spread around the school about the upcoming 
trip to Rome, more and more students professed an     
interest in the pilgrimage.  Although most were Latin   
students, anyone who wanted to participate was           
welcomed.  There were no applications because Haglund 
and Weedman did not want to select certain students over 
others.  “Only the Holy Spirit could have pulled this 
group together,” Weedman said about 
the group’s cohesion.  Senior Jacob     
Nordman agreed.  “We ended up     
getting a great mix (of people),” he said.   
 
During the pilgrimage, the participants, 
17 LHS students and four adults, were 
anything but tourists.  They learned to 
navigate several forms of public     
transportation, shopped at the local 
market for groceries and cooked and ate 
all their meals together.  “It was really a 
pilgrimage in that way,” Weedman said. 
“You really had to become a           
community.” However, the group be-
came even more than that.  “We were 
like a family over there,” senior Milly 
Sauber said. 

 
One of the most influential accomplishments for the   
pilgrims was completing the Traditional Pilgrims’ Way of 
over three hours of walking to St. Peter’s Basilica.  The 
streets were lined with statues of angels and saints “to  
carry you forward,” said 2011 LHS graduate Joey 
Kromrey.  Centuries ago, thousands of travelers walked 
these same streets as their pilgrimages from all over     
Europe converged on the road to St. Peter’s, Kromrey 
explained.  Besides this moving experience, the group  
visited several other sites in Rome, took part in a Papal 
audience and even expanded their pilgrimage to Assisi and 
the Mediterranean. 
 
Even though the pilgrims were on the go, they took some 
time every day for group reflection.  “We all met in the 
piazza,” sophomore Maggie Lacy said of the reflection 
sessions.  “Sometimes we would have a group lecture or 
get into small groups and talk.”  While each participant 
had different ways of describing what a pilgrimage meant 
to them, everyone agreed it was amazing to see the      
spiritual progression of the group from the beginning to 
the end of the trip.  Haglund summed up the pilgrimage 
experience by saying, “Going to Rome gave me a glimpse 
of what Heaven is going to be.”  
 

 

LHS pilgrims pause for a photo in Rome. 
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By Ellen Newkirk 



In the four RCS elementary schools and Lourdes 
High School, lessons are taught in classrooms,    
music rooms, churches and libraries.  However,  
students are also learning lessons every time they 
walk down the halls.  Each school is home to     
colorful murals and stained glass that demonstrate 
the individual heritage and vision of the school and 
the mission of RCS.  This year in a five-part     
Stakeholder series, we will showcase the artwork in 
the hallways of RCS.  
 
From seeds to trees at Holy Spirit  
One of the first things that greets students and   
visitors alike at Holy Spirit School is the tree mural 
spreading its roots across the entryway wall.   
 
“Trees seemed to fit.  It’s representative of our 
growing,” said second grade teacher Kathy Gaines, 
who has been at Holy Spirit since its start in 1994. 
 
Today’s mural is actually the second tree that has 
graced the walls of the school.  Shortly after Holy 
Spirit’s inception, Ann Guldan-Northway, who was 
then a third grade teacher at the school, painted a 
tree scene on the wall of the commons area to “add 
some color,” Gaines said. 
 
About the same time, the school planted 500 acorns 
in the nature area around the campus.  Holy Spirit 
students and staff also undertook several other   
projects to grow trees around the school, such as an 
Earth Day project sponsored by the Post Bulletin 
and receiving several “American History Trees” 
including trees from Walden Pond and even one 
planted by Johnny Appleseed.  
 
“Kids are like acorns,” she said, noting that they 
start as a little seed and learn to grow and thrive 
from the education given to them at an RCS school. 
 
However, the first mural was eventually painted 
over because it was part of a space shared with Holy 
Spirit parish and after-school programs.  About ten 
years ago, a new tree, along with the Holy Spirit 
vision statement was painted in the entrance to the 
school.   
 

Mural in Holy Spirit School entryway 

Stakeholder Back to School 2011 - pg 4 

Art Showcases Vision and Heritage of RCS Schools 

By Ellen Newkirk 

 Mrs. Gaines said the Holy Spirit community is happy to once 
again have a mural that represents their vision, but also noted 
that the project is not quite finished.   
 
“We’re toying with the idea of adding a new flame mural,” she 
said, hoping the goal to expand the mural project will be com-
pleted in the next year, continuing to spread the mission of Holy 
Spirit to everyone who walks through its doors. 



Solid Gold 

Gold Award Scouts, left to right, Rachael Brandt, Anna      

Glenski, Elizabeth Sherman, Kelsie Stahl, Kyleen Marcella, 

Katie Sanders.  Not pictured: Erin Mulligan 

Momentum is Building for Building! 

Momentum is indeed building on the Lourdes Building 
Our Future project.  Site preparation continues, with work 
on footings for the building taking place.  Weis Builders, 
our construction manager for the project, will oversee this 
round of site preparation. 
 
Leadership of RCS, which includes Bishop Quinn, all the 
Pastors and lay Trustees, RCS Council and Lourdes    
Foundation Board of Directors continue to strongly      
support LBOF.  In addition, a significant portion of      
current RCS faculty and staff support the campaign with an 
impressive 90 percent participation rate.  Last spring, a   
robust and reenergized effort was launched to engage    
current RCS parents with a goal of  increasing the overall 
participation rate.  Volunteer chairs, Todd & Barb        
Greguson and Mike & Jess Kesler and over 100 volunteer 
RCS parents became engaged and trained to spread the 
message about increased participation.  The  efforts were 
fruitful bringing in over 175 new family gifts and renewals 
for over 70% of current RCS families committing to the 
LBOF campaign. 

With over $12.5 million 
raised toward the goal 
of $15 million,        
construction is staged 
to begin soon.  It is 
anticipated that the new 
LHS will open in the 
fall of 2013. 
 
Now is your chance to 
be a part of the 
Lourdes Building 
Our Future campaign 
and pledge your sup-
port.  It is important that every family that wants a Catholic 
education for their children be given the opportunity.  If 
you have not already done so, visit www.lourdesfuture.org 
to make your pledge or donation, or contact LBOF Cam-
paign Manager Terri Burkel at 
tburkel@rochestercatholic.k12.mn.us or (507) 424-1817. 
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The Girl Scouts Gold Award represents the highest    
achievement in Girls Scouts.  Last year, six Lourdes High 
School students joined the ranks of generations of young 
women who have made a difference both locally and globally 
by earning their Gold Award. 
 
Kelsie Stahl, LHS ô11, worked with Habitat for Humanity  
to create a Speakers Bureau, complete with tools and    
presentations, to enable dedicated students from the      
Rochester area to spread the word as advocates for the or-
ganization. 
 
Kyleen Marcella, LHS ô11, set in motion the Student      
Service Initiative at Lourdes by introducing the organization,     
Birthright, to students at LHS. 
 
Erin Mulligan and Rachael Brandt, LHS Seniors this 
year, transformed a storage room at Lourdes into the LHS 
Spirit Shop, a fund-raiser for the Lourdes Music Boosters.  
Their work of painting, building shelves, and organizing, in 
addition to recruiting and training volunteers will allow the 
Shop to be open on a regular basis for sales of Academic  
Eagle Wear as well as LHS logo gear. 

Anna Glenski and Elizabeth Sherman, also LHS Seniors,  
established an after-school program to help children learn 
about dramatic arts, culture, sports and dance.  Anna and 
Elizabeth developed curriculum and recruited volunteers, as 
well as making it sustainable by publishing the program. 
 
Congratulations to our Gold Award Scouts! 



The Rochester Catholic Schools Board of Trustees is made up 
of the Bishop of the Diocese of Winona, the pastors of the six 
Rochester Catholic parishes and members of the Rochester lay 
community, and is the body that sets policy and provides the 
vision for RCS.   
 
For the 2011-2012 school year, two new members will join the 
RCS Board of Trustees, Father Mark McNea and Father    
Joseph Fogal.  
 
Father Mark McNea is the new pastor at St. Francis of Assisi 
Church.  Father McNea is a native of Granada, MN, a small 
town between Fairmont and Blue Earth.  He is the youngest of 
4 children, has 10 nieces and nephews and 18 grandnieces and 
grandnephews.  Fr. McNea was ordained a priest for the    
Diocese of Winona in 1989, and had his first assignment at 
Pax Christi Church along with teaching duties at Lourdes High 
School.  Since leaving Rochester in 1993, Fr. McNea has 
served in Albert Lea, Winona and Worthington.  He has been 
pastor of parish clusters centered in Slayton and in Blue Earth, 
and most recently in Wells/Easton/Minnesota Lake. 
 
Father Joe Fogal is the new pastor at Pax Christ Church.  Fr. 
Joe began his priesthood here in Rochester in 1975 as an    
Associate at St. Pius X and a full-time teacher at Lourdes High 
School.  In 1979 he returned to his hometown of Mankato 
where he taught at his alma mater, Loyola High School and 
served as chaplain of the Newman Center at Mankato State 
University.  After twelve years in Mankato, Father Joe became 
pastor of St. John Vianney Parish in Fairmont, MN for eleven 
years and then to Austin at St. Edward and St. Augustine   
parishes for eight years.   Father Joe is the oldest of four mar-
ried brothers who have at least three children each. He enjoys 
the out-of-doors for his spiritual balance, and he believes this 
final assignment in Rochester will be as great an experience as 
his first years of priesthood. “Rochester taught me how to be a 
priest,” said Father Joe, “and I still have more to learn.” 
 
In addition to Fathers McNea and Fogal, the members of the 
RCS Board of Trustees include Bishop John M. Quinn, Father 
Kevin Connolly, Msgr. Gerald Mahon, Father Charlie Collins, 
Father Donald Schmitz, Joyce Even, Todd Greguson, Ann 
Harris, Mike Sheehan and Paul Tieskoetter. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Rochester Catholic Schools Council meets on a monthly 
basis to advise and support the RCS Director of Schools in day
-to-day operations.  Membership includes representation from 
RCS schools and Rochester Catholic parishes.  During the 
2011-2012 school year, the RCS Council will be led by Chair 
Denny Kuss, Vice-Chair Terry Painter, Past-Chair Lori 
Melhorn, and Secretary Kristen Hobday. 
 
Two new members, Therese Schoenfelder and Kristen Hob-
day, will take their seats on the RCS Council for the 2011-12 
school year. 
 
Therese Schoenfelder and her husband, John, have four  
children, three of whom are students at St. Francis of Assisi 
School.  Therese is a member of Church of the Resurrection, 
where she is actively involved in parish life.  Before their     
children were born, Therese was a registered nurse at St. Marys 
Hospital.  She currently enjoys her full-time jobs as “Mom” 
and in support of the family farming business.  “As a first year 
member on the RCS Council, my first goal will be learning 
how the system works,” said Therese. “I hope to communicate 
the need to keep tuition reasonable and fair so that families 
can continue to benefit from a high academic and faith-filled 
school environment.”  Therese invites you to contact her with 
your thoughts and concerns about our schools. 
 
Kristen Hobday is a member of St. John the Evangelist    
parish.  She and her husband, Tim, have four children who will 
attend Lourdes High School and St. John the Evangelist/St. 
Pius X School this year.  Kristen has enjoyed volunteering at 
RCS in many roles.  Originally from Iowa City, Iowa, Kristen 
attended Catholic schools throughout elementary and high 
school years.  A graduate of Mayo Medical School in           
pathology, Kristen describes herself currently as “stay-at-home 
mom and chief taxi driver.”  “I have always been so impressed 
with the energy, faith, caring and commitment shown by the 
teachers, administrators, staff and parents at RCS schools,” 
said Kristen.  “The community that exists along with the   
presence of Catholic faith in the curriculum and classroom has 
made my husband and me strong advocates for RCS.” 
 
Additional Council members include Joan Stiller, Martha 
Buntrock, Jim Marcella, Sarah O’Brien, Michael O’Connell and 
Tom Virgin.  The RCS Council meets on the 4th Wednesday 

of the month, 7:00 pm at Lourdes High School. 
 

 

 

Trustees and Council Transitions 
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On the Radar 

Homecoming 2011 
 
Attending a Lourdes High School football game is great family fun, and there’s no better game to attend than 
Homecoming!  Join your RCS friends at the Regional Sports Stadium at RCTC on Friday, September 23, 
for the 7:00 pm kick-off.  Then, take the kids home and come back to the LHS gym for the annual Post-
Homecoming Party (adults only) starting at 9:30 pm, sponsored by Lourdes Foundation. 

 
 
LHS Marching Band 
 
The award-winning Lourdes High School Marching Band is preparing for another great season.  The Band will be 
participating in Marching Band competitions at Eastview and Rosemount on September 10, Waseca on September 
17 and at the Sioux Falls, SD, Festival of Bands on October 1.  You can experience this inspirational group at 
LHS football games this fall, and at their Indoor Marching Band Concert on October 28. 

 
 
Maximize your Gift to RCS with a Match 
 
Many employers match their employees’ donations to nonprofit organizations.  Make your RCS donation      
accomplish even more by including your companyõs matching gift form with your donation to Rochester 
Catholic Schools.  If you’re not sure whether your company matches gifts, call the RCS Development Office for 
assistance - (507) 424-1817. 
 
 

Thanks to our Summer Interns 
 
It’s wonderful when our graduates come back to make a difference in our schools.  This summer, three LHS grads, 
Melissa Bagniewski ô08, Sheldon Kunkel ô09 and Ellen Newkirk ô09, spent part of their summer working in 
RCS offices. 
 
Melissa and Sheldon were interns in the Technology Department.  They worked primarily on the new and updated 
PC workstation deployments at Lourdes High School.  Their work was instrumental in the set-up of the new  
computer lab at LHS and the expansion of the existing lab. 
 
Meanwhile, Ellen, a communications major at the College of St. Benedict, was a cheerful presence in the           
Development Office.  Ellen wrote a number of stories and articles for our publications, and she also assisted in 
completing a database update to our system.  You’ll have the opportunity to enjoy Ellen’s writing work throughout 
the coming school year. 
 
 

“Like” us on Facebook! 
 
Stay up to the minute on the latest Rochester Catholic Schools and 
Lourdes Building Our Future news by connecting with us on Facebook. 



The 2011 -12 school year got underway on August 

22, with New Employee Orientation.  Sixteen new 

administrators, teachers and support staff gath-

ered for a photo in front of Lourdes High School.  
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